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5 C 4 Geneva/Brussels, 21 November 2002

PARLIAMENTARY CONFERENCE ON THE WTO

Dear Madam Ambassador,
Dear Mr. Ambassador,

We are pleased to invite your country to participate in the Parliamentary Conference on the WTO
- a joint undertaking of the Inter-Parliamentary Union and the European Parllament. The Conference wiil
take place at Geneva International Conference Centre (CICG) on 17 and 18 February 2003.

With this Conference, we aim to strengthen democracy at the intemmational level by bringing a
parliamentary dimension to multilateral cooperation on trade issues. The Confererice, initiated by the Final
Declaration adopted by parliamentarians during the Fourth WTO Ministerial Canference in Doha in
November 2001, is taking place as governments address the Doha Development Agenda and prepare for
the Fifth Ministerial Conference to be held in September 2003 in Cancun.

The Conference in Geneva will be organised primarily for parliamentarians who specialise in
international wade issues in their respective parliaments. Itwill provide them with an opportunity to
examine the main issues arising from the Doha Ministerial Conference and 1o obtain first-hand information
on the subject from the new WTO leadership. The Conference will also offer opportunities to exchange
views and experiences with colleagues in other parliament, interact with government representatives
directly involved in the process of multlateral trade negotiations, and engage in a dialogue with
representatives of leading international agencies carrying out programmes of technical assismnce and
capacity-building in the field of international trade.

Participants in the Conference will be delegations designated by Parliaments of soverelgn States that
are members of the WTO, by IPU Member parliaments from countries that are not represented in the
WTO, as well a5 by IPU Assoclate Members.

The Parliament of your country has been invited to nominate a delegation composed of up to four
members of parliament to participate in the event. By this letier, we invite also the Government of your
country to nominate a representative to take part in the Conference in an observer capacity. We enclose
the provisional annotated agenda of the Conference, a practical information note and a registration form.
The detailed programme of the Conference will be forwarded to you at a later stage and will also be posted
on the IPU Web site at hitp://www.ipu.org/splz-e/trade03.htm and on the European Padiaments Web site

at http://www.europarl.eu.int/commi itre home.htm .

We very much hope that your country will be able to participate in this event and look forward to
recelving Its delegation in Geneva.

Yours sincerely,

/ﬂ »7 ‘{
N \
Sergio Pdez Verdugo Patrick Cox
Presidertt of the Council President of the European Parliament

of the Inter-Parliamentary Unlan
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PARLIAMENTARY CONFERENCE ON THE WTO

Ceneva, 17-18 February 2003

Organised jointly by the Inter-Parliamentary Union and the European Parliament

ANNOTATED PROVISIONAL AGENDA

Adoption of the agenda

Debate on substantive themes:

The Parliamentary Conference on the WTO is taking place as governments address the Doha
Development Agenda adopted in November 2001 and prepare for the Fith Ministerial
Conference, to be held in September 2003 in Cancun. In Doha, ministers reaffirmed the
principles and objectives of the multilateral trading system and recognized the need for all
peoples to benefit from the greater opportunities and welfare gains that the system generates.
By launching the Doha Development Agenda, they agreed 1o place the needs and interests of
developing countries at the heart of the work programme. They also acknowledged the need
for improved market access, balanced rules, and well targeted, sustainably financed technical
assistance and capacity-building programmes.

(@ Access to markets

This item focuses on the key issue of market access. There remain many barriers to
international trade in goods and services. In certain sectors, tariff and non-tariff barriers still
severely limit market access both for developed and developing countries. Conference
participants are invited to discuss how to secure better market iccess through the Doha
process, in particular the role of parliaments in providing momentuin for the process.

(b) Developmént dimension of the multilateral trading system

Market access is one key element of the current negotiations. But more must be done to
ensure a truly 'developmental dimension to the Doha Development Agenda. Under this
ftem, participants are invited to discuss other areas of the Doha work programme, such as
progress in implementation, special and differential treatment, and targeted assistance for
least developed countries.

Panel discussion: The need for a coherent policy framework of technical
assistance and capacity-building

Technical assistance and capacity-building programmes are vital for advancing the
Doha Development Agenda. During this interactive panel discussion, involving
representatives from WTO, European Commission, world Bank, IMF, UNCTAD,
UNDP, UNIDO and ITC, participants will be updated on the WTOs technical
assistance activitles that are designed to improve countries’ capacity for trade
negotiations. However, the training requirements of developing countries in this field
extend well beyond the capacity for trade negotiations, and the panel will look at ways
in which various International agencies can provide broader and more coordinated
assistance. The panel will discuss ways to map out a single strategy in response to the
various agendas from Dbha (trade negotiations), Monterrey (financing for
development), and Johannesburg (sustainable development), and to maximise the
contribution of the three processes to the goals established by Heads of State in the
Millennium Declaration.

Igjooa
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PARLIAMENTARY CONFERENCE ON THE WTO

Geneva, 17-18 February 2003

Organised jointly by the Inter-Parfiamentary Union and the Europear: Parliament

ANNOTATED PROVISIONAL AGENDA

Adoption of the agenda

Debate on substantive themes:

The Parliamentary Conference on the WTO is taking place as governments address the Doha
Development Agenda adopted in November 2007 and prepare for the Fifth Ministerial
Conference, to be held in September 2003 in Cancun. In Doha, ministers reaffirmed the
principles and objectives of the multilateral trading system and recognized the need for all
peoples to benefit from the greater opportunities and welfare gains that the system generates.
By launching the Doha Development Agenda, they agreed to place the needs and interests of
developing countries at the heart of the work programme. They alsc acknowledged the need
for improved market access, balanced rules, and well targeted, sustainably financed technical
assistance and capacity-building programmes.

(@ Access to markets

This item focuses on the key issue of market access. There remain many barriers to
international trade in goods and services. In certain sectors, tariff and non-tariff barriers still
severely limit market access bath for developed and developing countries. Conference
participants are invited to discuss how to secure better market access through the Doha
process, in particular the role of parlisments in providing momentum for the process.

(b) Developmént dimension of the multilateral trading system

Market access is one key element of the current negotiations. But more must be done to
ensure a truly 'developmental’ dimension to the Doha Development Agenda. Under this
jtem, participants are invited to discuss other areas of the Doha work programme, such as
progress in implementation, special and differenttial treatment, and targeted assistance for
least developed countries.

Panel discussion: The need for a coherent policy framework of technical
assistance and capacity-building

Technical assistance and capacity-building programmes are vital for advancing the
Doha Development Agenda. During this interactive panel discussion, involving
representatives from WTO, European Comnmission, World Bank, IMF, 'UNCTAD,
UNDP, UNIDO and ITC, participants will be updated on the WTO's technical
assistance activities that are designed to improve couniries' capacity for trade
negotiations. However, the training requirements of developing countries in this field
extend well beyond the capacity for trade negotiations, and the panel will ook at ways
in which various international agencies can provide broader and more coordinated
assistance. The panel will discuss ways to map out a single strategy in respanse to the
various agendas from Doha (trade negotiations), Monterrey (financing for
development), and Johannesburg (sustainable development), and to maximise the
contribution of the three processes to the goals established by Heads of State in the
Millennium Declaration.

gjous



03/12 '02 TIR 15:53 FAX +45 3392 0812 DE

3 .
1. Hov. 2007 13:2] DANISH NISSION 41 22 3180088 No.1g63 P50

" PARLIAMENTARY CONFERENCE ON THE WTO

PRACTICAL
INFORMATION

Geneva, 17-18 February 2003



03/12 '02 TIR 15:53 FAX +45 3392 0812 DE. 3
2002 13:27 DANISH MISSTON 41 22 9180066 No.1663 7. 6

28 Nov.

PARLIAMENTARY CONFERENCE ON THE WTO
PRACTICAL INFORMATION
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Anpex: International Conference Centre of Geneva, map of the area

Date and venue

1.

The Parliamentary Conference on the WTO will be held on Monday, 17 and Tuesday, 18 February

2003, at the Intermational Conference Centre of Geneva (CICG), located in closie proximity to the Palais des
Nations in Geneva (see map in the Annex).

2,

3.

The address of the Conference Centre is as follows:
CICG, International Conference Centre, Geneva
15, rue de Varembé
1202 Geneéve

An inaugurat ceremony will be held in the morning of 17 February, followed by three working

sessions and 2 dosing session In the afterncon of 18 February. In order to allow sufficient time for
deliberations, morning sessions will start at 9.30 a.m, and finish at 1 p.m., whereas afternoon sessions will
startat2.30 p.m. and finlsh ar 6.30 p.m.

g o007
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Practical Information Note 2.

Participation

4, In accordance with the decision taken by the Post-Doha Steering Committee at its session in
Geneva on 14 and 15 October 2002, the Conference will be an official parliamentary event that is open
the public. Participants in the Conference, to be organized jointly by IPU and the European Parliament,
will be:

= Delegations designated by parliaments of sovereign States that are members of the WTO; -

e Delegations designated by IPU Member Parliaments from countries that are not represented in
the WTO; and

‘s Dalegations designated by the European Parliament as well as Andear Parliament, Central
American Parliament, Latin American Parliament, and the Parliamentary Assernbly of the
Councit of Europe (all Associate Members of the 1PU).

5. The Steering Committee decided thar ebservers in the Conference will be;

» Representatives of entities and intemational organisations concerned by issues of international

Tade;
s Representatives of governments of sovereign States that are members of the WTO;
s Palestine.
6. The Conference will als be open to ather persons with a specific interest in internadonal trade

questions. These persons may follow the work of the conference without intervening in its proceedings and
will have no speaking rights: They will be issued a security badge bearing their nam only. They will not
receive an official invi®ton or be accredited to the event

7. As a rule, the number of MPs in each nadonal delegation should not exceed four. Observer

delegations should be in principle limited to two persons.

8. In oder to ensure the success of the Conference, it is of paramount importance that each
parliament nominate MPs who are directly involved in parliamentary activities deahing with international
trade and especially multilateral trade negatiations.

Registration
9. Delegations to the Cenference are kindly requested to complete and submit the enclosed

registration form for participating delegates and accompanying persons as soon as possible, and by no later
than 1 February 2003. The registration form should be returned to the following address:

Inter-Parliamentary Union
Place du Petit-Saconnex
Case Poswle 438
CH-1211 Geneva 19
Switzerland
Fax: +4122 919 41 60

E-mall: postbox@mail.ipu.org

Any modifications concemning the composition of the delegation should likewise be communicated to the
above address.

10. The Registraion Desk, located on the ground floor of the CICG, will be open from 9.30 a.m. to
7 p.m. on Sunday, 16 February, and from 8 a.m. to 6.30 p.m. on 17 and 18 February.

11, For identification and security reasons, all delegates are requested to wear their identification
badges at all times during the Conference and at social functions.
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Practical Information Note 3.

List of Delegates

12. A provisional List of Delegates will be distributed at the beginning of the Conference. This list will
be issued on the basis of confirmations received by the IPU Secretariat up to & p.m. on Friday, 14 February.
A revised list will be issued in the afternoon of 18 February as part of the documents distribution.
Delegations are kindly requested to report any changes in the provisional list to the Registration Desk
preferably at the time of registration and by no later than 6 p.m. on Monday, 17 February.

Meeting rooms and offices

13, Both the pre-Conference session of the Steering Committee on Sunday, 16 February and its session
in the evening of Monday, 17 February (in camera meetings), will ke place at the new IPU Headquarters
at the following address: 5, chemin du Pommier, Grand-Saconnex, 1218 Geneva.

14. Allocation of meeting rooms and offices at the CICC during the Conference will be as follows:
Registration and information 16-18 Rebruary | Welcome desk 1, Ground floor
Inaugural and working sessions 17-18 February |Plenary Room
Office of the 1PU Council President 17-18 February | Room 13, 2™ floor
Office of the President of the European Parliament | 17-18 February |Room 11, 2™ floor
Office of the IPU Secretary General 17-18 February | Room 14, 2™ floor
Conference Secretariat 17-18 February |2nd floor
Press office 17-18 February |2nd floor
Press Conferences 17-18 February | Room 18

Arrangements for the conduct of the Conference

15.  The Conference will be jointly chaired by the President of the Council of the (nter-Parliamentary
Union and the President of the European Parliament Presidents of regional parliamentary assemblies may
be invited to chair same of the debate. ,

16. The WTO Director-General, Dr, Supachai Panitchpakdi, will speak at the inaugurzl session and will
make a spedal presentation in the afternoon of 17 February, when he will also respond o questions from
the delegates.

17. The Conference will hold three separate sessions w0 discuss the three substantive themes agreed
upon by the Steering Commitige (see annotated provisional agenda of the Conference). Debate in each of
the substantive sessions will be launched by a rapporteur who will have 15 minutes for presenting his
discussion paper. Each rapporteur will be followed by twa discussants who will have 10 minutes each to
present their responses.

18. Both participants and observers will participate in the debate either by making brief statements or
by asking questions. The debate will be interactive, no formal statements will be delivered and delegates
wishing to take the floor shall speak from their seats, In view of the largely informal nature of the debate,
no list of speakers will be drawn up in advance. The order of interventions and guestions will be decided
by the Chair.

18, A panel discussion on the subject of coherence In technical assistance and capacity-building will
take place from 11.30 am. to 1 p.m. on 18 February as an integral part of the debate on the second
substaptive theme of the Conference agenda. Panellists will be representing international agencies which
plac)lf a leading role in programmes of technical assistance and capacity-building in the field of international
trade.

goo9
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Practical Information Note 4.

Languages

20. Simultaneous interpretation will be provided in Arabic, English, French, and Spanish. Four
additional channels have been assigned for interpretation into other languages by interpretars brought by
national delegarions at their own expense. Official writen documentation of the Conference will be
available in English and French only (see paragraph 21).

Documents

21. The only official documents of the Conference will be its programme, agenda, the List of Delegates,
discussion papers prepared by the parliamentary rapporteurs on the three substintive themes of the
Conference agenda, the draft Final Declaration elaborated by the Steering Committe and the information
notes prepared by the Conference Secretariat. WTO will provide background documents for distribution to
delegates upon registration.

22.  Should participants and observers wish w distribute their own documents or other material
pertaining to the theme of the Conference, they may use a table provided for that purpose in the
immediate vicinity of the meeting room.

Information Desk

23, The Registration Desk (see paragraph 10) will also serve as an Information Desk and will handle
messages for delegates. Lost property may be turned in or claimed at this Desk.

Press office

24, A Press office will be set up at the CICG for representatives of national and international press,
radio and TV. This service will organise press ¢conferences and be responsible for press releases. Journalists
wishing to cover the Conference must be duly accredited through the Registration Desk.

Post office

25. A post office is available on the premises of the CCIG, its opening hours are from 7.30 am. fo
12 noon and from 1.45 p.m. 1 6 p.m.

Official reception

26.  Details concerning the officlal reception for delegates, to be held in the evening of 17 February, will
be provided on registration.

Visas

27.  Aunention is drawn to the strict provisions in force regarding entry into Switzerland, which refuses
entry to those not having the required visa. Delegates requiring an entry visa must obtzin it from the Swiss
consulate or diplomatic mission responsible for the necessary arrangements in their country of residence.

28. In exceptional cases, a visa may be obtained upon arrival at Geneva Airpon, provided that the IPU
Secretariat in Geneva has been advised of this by e-mail (postbox@mmail.ipu.otg) or via facsimile (+4122
919 41 60) two weeks prior to the date of arrival. The fallowing details should be provided in such case:
full name, date and place of birth, nationality, type of national passport and its number (date of issue and
expiry), date of arrival and flight number.

29.  French entry (not transit) visas are required for certain nationalities when transiting a French airport

_en Toute © Geneva. Those delegates who wish, upon arrival in Geneva, to cross the border into France

must obtain visas in their country of residence before departure, as they are not obtainable in Geneva.

9
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Practical Infarmation Note 5

v

Health requirements
30. Vacdnation certificates are not required for admission to either Switzerland or France.

Hotel accommodation

31, Delegates will be responsible for their own hotel expenses. In view of the fact that several major
international meetings are taking place in Geneva in the month of February, it is imperative that hotel
reservations be made as soon as possible,

32. Delegations from countries having a Permanent Mission Jn Geneva are kindly requested ta make
their hotei reservations through their respective Mission. All Permanent Missions in Geneva have been
informed of the holding of the Parliamentary Conference on the WTO, Most Missions are used 1o receiving
national delegations to UN meetings and to handling hotel reservations for them and many have signed
preferential tarif agreements with hatels close to the Palais des Nations area and the CiCG.

33. Delegations from countries that do not have a diplomatic representation in Geneva may reserve
thelr rooms either via their preferred tourist operator or through the Geneva Tourist Office. Please use the
enclosed Hotel Reservation Form to send requests to the lawer. The Hotel Reservation Form should be
returned directly to the Geneva Tourist Office by no later than 15 January 2003.

Catering services

- .34, AS50-place restaurant, a 450-place self-service restaurant and two bars are available on the CICG

premises,

Medical services

35. A First Aid station will be open on the CICG premises. Delegates requiring urgent medical

attention outside of the conference buildings are advised to contact the "Servici: d'urgence de [Association
des Médecins de Geneve" (lacal tel. 022 / 320 25 11),

Local transport and taxis

36. The CICC can be reached by bus no. 8, which runs from Veyrier 1o Avenue Appia, passing through
Rive (town cenmre), Place Comavin (railway station), Place des Nations (Palais des Nations), and the UIT
(ITU), which is located just next to the CICG. Bus no. 5 runs from the Hospital to Palexpo, with stops at
Place Cornavin and Varembé, next to the CICG building, In addition, bus “F* runs from Place Cornavin to
Ferney-Voltaire, France, with stops at Place des Nations and Varembé. Tickets must be purchased and
validated before entering buses. Individual tickets are available from vending.machines at main bus stops,
and cards for mubtiple trips can be purchased at a reduced rate from newsagents in town bearing the "TPC"

(Geneva transport service) sign,

37. In Geneva, taxis are only available on calf and cannot be hailed In the streets. Geneva taxi drivers
know the Conference venue as "CICG" (Rue Varembé&). There are taxi ranks in almost all main squares in
Geneva and outside the Palais des Nations. Taxis can be called by telephone by dialling the following local
numbers: 022 / 320 20 20, 320 22 02 and 331 41 33.

Climate

38.  The weather in Geneva in February is quite variable with a possibility of cold winds, rains and
occasional snowfalls. The average temperature for the month is 5°C. It is therefore recommended that
delegates bring warm clothing, and an umbrella and raincoat

11011
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Currency

39, The currency in Switzerland is the Swiss Franc which consists of notes (10, 20, 50, 100, 200 and
1,000) and coins (5, 10, 20, and 50 centime coins as well as 1, 2 and 5 Franc coins). On 20 November
2002, the exchange rate was 1.46 Swiss Francs per 5US 1.00 and 1.47 Swiss Francs per € 1,00,

40. Most major international currencies can be exchanged at local banks, exchange offices and hotels.
Moreover, major credit cards are widely accepted throughout both Switzerland and France.

Yoitage
41. The voltage in Switzerland is 220 volts, 50 Hz.

Requests for further information

42, Requests far further information concerning the Parliamentary Conference on the WTO should be
addressed to: :

Inter-Parliamentary Union European Parliament
Place du Petit-Saconnex ITRE Commiitee secretariat
Case Postale 438, CH-1271 Geneva 19 ATR 6A62
Switzerland and Rue Wiertz
Phone: +4122 919 41 50 B-1047 Belgium
Fax: +4122 919 41 60 Fax: 0032-2-2843299
E-mail; postbox@mail.ipu.org E-mail; dg2-ire@europarl.eu.int

Annex
INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE CENTER OF GENB)A (CECG): MAP OF THE AREA

11
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'f CONFERENCE PARLEMENTAIRE SUR L'OMC
i PARLIAMENTARY CONFERENCE ON THE WTO

Geneve / Geneva, 17-18 février / February 2003

i FORMULAIRED'INSCRIPTION 2/ REGISTRATION FOR
Inter-Parliamentary Union
Nous vous prions de nous retourner ce formulaire Place du Petit-Saconnex
le plus rapidement possible et au plus tard le : CP, 438 CH-1211 Geneva 19
Please complete this form and send it back as soon LQ-Z—JZ—-O—U—B = Switzerland

Fax: +4122 9194160

E-mail: posthox@mail.ipu.org

as possible and by no later than:

PAYS ou ORGANISATION / COUNTRY or ORGANISATION ;
CATEGORIE/ CATEGORY : U Participant / Participant [ Observateur / Observer

DELEGUE(E)S / DELEGATES
Nom (/M./Mme) Titres et fonctions® Accompagné(e) de
Name (Mr./Mrs_[Ms.) Titles and funczions* Accompanied by

*Veulllez indiquer les titres et fonctions au sein du pariement
*Please indicate titles and functions within the Parliarnent

SECRETAIRES ET CONSEILLERS / SECRETARIES AND ADVISORS

Nom (/M./Mme) Titres et fonctions | Accompagné(e) de

Name (Mr./Mrs./Ms.) Titles and functions | Accompanled by

FaX/E-Mall ....ovoceeeeceecv e er e et evavssa s s ebeemeans et mreame e et e ee e e e s e e aenan e et st e s ereene e e oo

Date v e eeean e SIENAMUTE 1ervreersininicsiitn ettt





