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M¡n¡steren for v¡denskab, teknolog¡ og udv¡kling

Udenrigsminister Per Stig Møller
Udenrissministeriet

Kære udenrigsminister,

Hermed fremsendes referat af møde i Konkurrenceevnerådet (forskningsdeten) i
Bruxelles den 3. december 2009 til brug for orientering afFolketingets Europa-
udvalg.

Som bilag til referatet vedlæggerjeg en informationsnote vedrørende ITER fra
Eurooa-Kommissionen.

Med venlig hilsen

Helge Sander
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Notat

Modtager(e):
Folketingets Europaudvalg

Kopi:
Folketingets Udvalg for Videnskab og Teknologi

Referât til Folketingets Europaudvalg

Referat af møde i Rådet (Konkurrenceevne) torsdag den 3. december 2009.

Forskningsdelen om fattede nedenstående punkter:

Punkt 3. Bidrag til den europæiske innovationsplan og diskussion af
post 2010 Lissabon agendaen
- Policy-drøftelse

Der var en drøftelse på baggrund afde afdet svenske EU-formandskab udstukne
spørgsmåI. Der var enighed om, at der er behov for at fastlægge nye indikatorer
til at måle fremdriften i Det Europæiske Forskningsrum. Herunder at der skal ud-
arbejdes mere kvalitative output orienterede indikatorer.

Der var endvidere bred enighed om en mere holistisk tilgang til politikudvikling
på forsknings- og innovationsområdet, særligt i forbindelse med udformningen af
den kommende innovationsplan og afløseren for 2010 Lissabon-strategien, dvs.
"EU 2020" strategien.

Punkt 4. Vedledning vedrørende fremtidige pr¡oriteter for europaeisk
forskning og forskningsbaseret innovation i post 2010 Lissabon
strategien.
- Vedtagelse af rådskonkìusioner

I forbindelse med diskussionen under punkt 3 blev de fremtidige prioriteter for
europæisk forskning og forskningsbaseret innovation endvidere berørt. Der var
særlig fokus på at sikre fleksibilitet og administrativ forenkling af rammepro-
grammet og dertilhørende ¡n itialiver.

Punkt 5. Forbedret styring "governance" af det europæiske forsknings-
rum
- Vedtagelse af rådsresolution
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Rådsresolutionen blev vedtaset.



Punkt 6. Fremtiden for IKT-forskning, -innovation og infrastrukturer
- Vedtagelse af rådskonklusioner

Rådskonklusionerne blev vedtaget.

Punkt 7. Fælles programlægning âf forskningsindsatsen i Europa
- Vedtagelse af rådskonldusioner

Rådskonklusionerne blev vedtaget.

Punkt 14. Eventuelt
Kommissionen orienterede om resultatet afmødet i ITER styrelsesråd den 18. -
19. november 2009. Der henvises i den forbindelse til vedhæftede note àf27 - no-
vember 2009 fra Kommissionen om status for ITER. Endelig henvises til besva-
relsen af spørgsmàl nr. 26 af 2. december 2009.
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Delegations will find attached an informaiion note from the Commission services on the above-
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Information note from the Commission services

The Council of the Eruopean Union (Gener¿l Affai¡s and Extemal Relations) adopted conclusions
on the next steps in the ITER project, on 16 November 2009.r These se¡ved as zuidance for the

Commission at the ITER Council (IC-5, lg-19 November 2009).

Before IC-5, the European delegation unde¡took a series ofvisits to the ITER parties, in which the

above mentioned guidance was conveyed, as was the reas6ning þehind Europe's actions and the
possible paths for solutions.

At the IC-5 co,ncil, tle Europe'n delegatíon refused to support the scenario I schedule fo¡
constuctioD proposed by the ITER Organization (IO). As expected, this stance was strongly

challenged by many ofthe ITER intemational parhers- Despite this opposition, agreement was
reached that an updated scenario should be prepare.d by the Io, by the end of February 2010. This
updåted scenario should be more realistic and at the same time capabte ofbetter mitigating potential
risks, especially those arising in the early construction phase (the so-called critical path). This new
scenario should be the subject ofexaminatíon during an extraordinary rrER council meeting
currendy foreseen fo¡ March 2010. This examination should allow for the possible adoption of the

ITER Baseline (scope, schedule, and cost) at the ordinary ITER council ofJune 2010. The
European delegation agreed to look for possible ways to reasonably accelerate its planned activities
concerning the ITER buildings.

Regarding the lo's cost estimates, the independ.ent assessment panel led by Dr Briscoe presented its
final report at lc-5, noting the conúinued good progress. The report also poi¡ts out that the Io's
cu¡rent cost estimates ¿.re "much m¡¡re soundly based', thart previous figures. Nevertheless, it
considers that there is still room for flrther optimization and that Io cost estimates could be

accepted at 100/o less than cu¡rently proposed.

Docs. 158t5/09 (limiré), 15815/09 ADD I (Resrreint uE), and 15818/09 (timité), rhe laner
contai¡ing a statement from lhe Commission.
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i)

The outcome of the management assessment of the [O was also discussed at IC-5 on tle basis ofan

extensive report produced by Prof, Narnkung (Korea). The report includes a broad range of far

reaching recommendations touching inter alia on tbe tnp management and the org¡niz¿¡is¡¿1

sfruchrre. It did not prove possible to reach decisions on these issues at the meeting. Nonetheless, a

group has now been set up to build consensus on possible actions to be taken by the ITER Council.

The mandate of this group sets the end of December 2009 as the deadline for submitting the

corresponding proposals.

As regards the European confibution, the management assessment of úe Europeal Joint

Undertaking "Fusion For Energt" calls for radical changes to its organisation and culture for it to

be in a position to fulfil the Eu¡atom obligations towards ITER The Commissíon already started

working on the necessary changes, to be implemented as soon as possible. Close cooperation with

the Member St¿tes will be essential for zuccessful implementâtion of these necessary changes,

particularly in some areas.

On the assessmetrt of the existing cost estimates for the construction ofthe ITER buildings, an

ExperÉ Group was created. It is composed of five experts from the Member St¿tes a¡ld two ftom the

Commission. The final report is expected before mid-December. It will then be dishibuted to the

Member St¿tes.

A group has also been set up within the Commission to explore funding possibilities for ITER

construction. This group is expected to report to the Member States eârly next year.
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